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Abstract A single specimen of the rare velvetfish Cocotropus keramaensis, collected
from the sandy bottom at 53—58 m depth off the Kerama Islands, Okinawa, Japan during
dredge surveys in 2017, represents the second collection record for the species, and first
with fresh coloration. Morphological characters, including squamation and osteology, are
described in detail from radiographs, and scanning electron microscope (SEM) and
computed tomography (CT) images. A published underwater photograph taken off Iriomote
Island, Okinawa was also identified as C. keramaensis. Diagnostic characters of the species
were revised as follows: XII, 9 or 10 dorsal fin rays; 11, 7 anal fin rays; 12 or 13 pectoral fin
rays; 25 or 26 vertebrae; 3 or 4 + 4-8 = 712 gill rakers; 5 distinct preopercular spines;
upper jaw longer than lachrymal; 1 small papilla on posterior portion of maxilla; 4 distinct
papillae on outer edge of lower jaw; 2nd sensory pore on lower jaw on both sides fused;
anterior tip of isthmus attaining to position of 5th mandibular pore; 4 dorsal spines anterior
to 3rd neural spine; a large light-colored region anteriorly on spinous dorsal fin; a dark
region between maxilla, suborbital stay and lachrymal; many pupil-sized dark spots
scattered on pectoral fin; a large blotch below bases of posterior dorsal fin spines; an eye-
sized blotch below bases of anterior dorsal fin soft rays; head and body reddish when fresh.
CT scanning revealed a connection between the sensory pores on the lower jaw and the
mandibular canal openings in this species.

*Corresponding author: Department of Zoology, National Museum of Nature and Sciences,
4—1-1 Amakubo, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-0005, Japan (e-mail: s-gento@kahaku.go.jp)

7 AR F 3 g Cocotropus Kaup, 1958 1& 1 R
4 YRl Aploactinidae I 7 £ N % /N f0H
T, TR FENS A2 FHEETI6EIHILON
T3 (Nelson et al,, 2016). H1¥4 - H12E (2013)
wKEniE, RKgffEcnEcaIEE LTS5
MHAMSHES N TV .

2017 AFIC IR SR 7 AR A i B A0 B R S
DIFWET R L DI KB EEEYIIRE 21T > 72k

I, JKEERI SO m DIFEN S 1 flkD A RA X
M RESI Nz (Fig. 1A). TOEARIE, £
A ORI S BN, HLPIE B SR E i,
THEAY 1 5L, JEEEAY 1 0 3 RSB K U e DifEA
HRREENEITICES T LS ALA aXE L
& T & 7z (Imamura and Shinohara, 2008). & 51{C
A LUME, CHETI1EALIMREL N
Mo l=#kE S 5 < 4 3 Cocotropus keramaensis
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Fig. 1. Cocotropus keramaensis collected from Kerama Islands, Okinawa, Japan. A, NSMT-P 130170,
28.7 mm SL, fresh (upper) and preserved (lower) condition; B, NSMT-P 61997 (holotype), 34.4 mm
SL, preserved condition. Characteristic color patterns indicated by encircling dots: a, large light-colored

region anteriorly on spinous dorsal fin; b, a dark region between maxilla, suborbital stay and lachrymal;
¢, many pupil-sized dark spots scattered on pectoral fin; d, a large dark blotch below bases of posterior
dorsal fin spines; e, an eye-sized dark blotch below bases of anterior dorsal fin soft rays.
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Imamura and Shinohara, 2003 T % Z & HHH 5 M I
Tote. T, AEOEMFOOEDOERIZIN
XTARHTH > 72, AW TREAREARDI I HE
REENEREFEL N, BEPERR D
MREIMA T2 Tz B 2R T 5.

mEE B

FHEGGEI & R 5 15 1& 321 Eschmeyer (1969)
I > 7z, PR £ (X Imamura and Shinohara (2003)
IRV, F EHEE O SRS 2 MO%in £
TO#E Ui, MEGT Y2V /FATol
mm HA. X TIT-o 7. AR E (standard length)
¥ SL, i (head length) X HL & L TH&GEI L 7=.
FEBORRD B D HAGEFIZIERN (1984) ITHE>
ey, ZOHTEMRETNTUVIZL opercular spine
BEEZEME Uz, SRR LS i oD 8152
IZEY A7 =27 )b— (Cyanine Blue) #:fa7%
W7z (Saruwatari et al., 1997).

PREDLNERE S OSSR DM <
A4 71 X #R CT #F2EE inspeXio SMX-225CT FPD
HR (SE#EEF, 5 2RV (Rt :
115kV, 70 A, AT A A 22 um). = RKyCHHE
JC I 5 D RIS 3 VGStudio MAX 3.3 (R 2 —
L7557 4v 7R, HitiE) Z2ii-7z. HHgL
Z OO F AL E OIS ITIRT v 7 AR
FEE AW, RN DWW TR SHARBEMEE DOt
EEREFHEME SEM) (HAEB s,
Hr) B HVTEHZELE.

AL THOW Iz 2 T ORI EL R 22 Y
(NSMT) IZfREEN TV 3.

Cocotropus keramaensis Imamura and Shinohara, 2003
FoOIAIL
(Figs. 1-5, 6A; Table 1)

Cocotropus keramaensis Imamura and Shinohara, 2003: 234,
fig. 1; Fricke, 2004: 2; J& XA, 2009: 119; Prokofiev,
2010: 723; Hhfj « HiZE | 2013: 714, unnumbered fig,

Cocotropus keramensis [sic]: Johnson, 2004: 180.

Cocotropus spp. (in part): 41 , 1998: 212, unnumbered
fig.

SCERAEAR 1 {f{A : NSMT-P 130170, 28.7 mm SL,
MEREEBANEBRMES T A XEMI
(26°14.56'\N, 127°31.33'E), 7K £ 53-58 m, 2017 ££ 5
H17H, IKERZHEMRSEA, BRERIENED,

FLw.

SCE GHEUE & FHIE X Table 1 1SR, A1
FHIE T, SEEE RS 5. BRI KEL,
RERREYE L IZIFHELVL. BELIE/NE VALK
ZERICPE NS, WIRMEBREE . TR I
FETIEE RS FIEL, EADOREIXPITICES
SALERTZICA BN, AL E IR, AR LRk
BERR, WHIEMB X CHRAEEHN 1 AT DOH D,
WIS (Fig. 2). IRE#IZ 2 AT
EBS IR, 2 Bid T LEEO Lk
WCET 5. BRTRE 2 KT, Jeimidsiv. FHEE
BREBEXDEV. T EEHEOB AT 1
fHD/NE I FLEEIRZGE D 5. FHITD T M b
X ORNCH D, OZUIOORML. SIS IEHE
IROWHMNFEIET 5. BE I35 & [FRR D b A
WM. BB RS R, FEOIMRITIE 4
OFAFRZEGE NS, B IZRIR DO phY 3
H5. THEMGEAREIToOM 45 G,
3SEEEAL) + 1M CGE2EES)] O FHEEE
ILBH % (Fig. 2). MEFIIMETH SHENS. MR
O A OH s THEEEIL (Fig. 2) ZH/ES
ERICET S, mifEZEERE s AT, wIhdik
A<, & FAICHZH s BILB LN TRE L
ICATET D5 1 DA, 26 1 RO EERIC () B ok
Fxw. EEEEEE 2 A IR AR T, M
bRz TR L, MRS (3= T EE. &
HOMKEE T RIEOHIK X DH%AICHD (Figs.
2-3). HLFJIZEHERS AR AT, M RIR T/ E
<, ZL/NicBDLNS (Fig. 4). B EV

HiEE A TREL, BESHITIZIFER
DFRSEER & SO BEFUIARIARE T, 55 1 50
AT 5 12 BMEF O EAICAIET % (Fig.
3). HEEREITIREAFOME F. I EEE 1 e
RBAITEH L, OB KX D K< THEHET,
fIEIC X s K CHIRENE 4 BO O/NEFRDH 5.
AR DR FRIX TS HESS 2 BhIC 4 KL, 28 34 BRiCZh
FTN3IW, Fa-l0BIcFNF N2/, FRD 2k
GE11-12 ) 122 NFN 1 DB (R TEARED.
B DHEENSEIT IR & & RBIESE | 85D 5
BT HEE T DN S . BIgIZISHEIC RS &
K<, BEREE. BEESITSEES 2/
BRSO 2@ 5 A N IChiE T 5. Mg S
ETREL, BimIEREERZHEA 5. REEIZH
EL, IIMicE Enkxv. BIEOHBBRIEMWV. &
fig, RaiE, Mol MEEBXUREOSIMEKIEIET
Ak (Fig. 3). BIEEW.

fifld/NE S TRMICER L, B, MEEHB &
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Table 1. Comparison of counts and measurements of new and holotype specimens of Cocotropus keramaensis

Present specimen Holotype*
28.7 mm SL 34.3 mm SL
Counts
Dorsal fin rays XIL, 9 XII, 10
Anal fin rays II, 7 II, 7
Pectoral fin rays (left/right) 12/13 13/13
Segmented caudal fin rays 7+7=14 T7+7=14
Gill rakers (1st arch on right, upper + lower) 3+4=7 4+8=12
Vertebrae 25 26
Proportional measurements (% SL)
Head length (HL) 42.4 42.0
Snout length 11.1 11.4
Orbital diameter 11.2 11.1
Lachrymal length 12.0 143
Upper jaw length 14.7 16.0
Lower jaw length 17.9 19.5
Interorbital width 7.7 6.7
Predorsal length 16.5 17.8
Preanal length 64.6 69.4
Length of dorsal fin base 82.8 82.2
Length of anal fin base 22.0 22.7
Caudal peduncle length 14.9 13.1
Caudal peduncle depth 11.9 10.2
Pectoral fin length 34.0 32.7
Pelvic fin length 20.6 21.9
Length of 1st dorsal fin spine 31.9 28.6
Length of 2nd dorsal fin spine 28.8 27.7
Length of Ist anal fin spine 54 7.3
Proportional measurements (% HL)
Snout length 26.4 27.1
Orbital diameter 26.1 26.4
Lachrymal length 28.3 34.0
Upper jaw length 34.6 38.2
Lower jaw length 423 46.5
Interorbital width 18.2 16.5

* All data from Imamura and Shinohara (2003).

ClhzE Y, HiE, Mgl XU REOSEKHIIC
& 749 % (Fig.2).

S IEIR T, REEREL, ZOE 2 M
R JTICHE D K9, 5 2 HR R B ORI I i s
DOF 1 MOKEEICEHET 5 (Fig. 5A). HRO%S
IR MR, e o FEER L 5 16
T (Fig. 6A), 251 BOERIE o8B O RiiNHIC H D Al
FimE, ZofMid Fmzm <, 52 O
FIERRARONANCE <. 5 12 kRl <
ORIET 5. HESH 14 BRI R G X THE

Licdh B, IHEN 4 WL 5 5 ORI REE X7
NENFIZROLNMHEES & FHE Lxwn. 514
BHEBICIE B OAD, 55 THEEICE B
BE EMhED, He-8 BHEFICEME DA E
9% (Fig.5)

B¥ R, A XUHREEIRET,
B, RS, SEEEKEL, iEwY, BiE
gl X UIREE I ARAMNEL, W), L%, B,
IS, HEEOHTE, AHOKED B K TEEZ
U MEED KE D IEARBDHEN (Fig. 1A). T8
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post-temporal spine

opercular spines

Fig. 2.

parietal spine

pterotic spine

supraocular spine

CT images of lateral and ventral surfaces of Cocotropus keramaensis, NSMT-P 130170.

Dotted lines indicate sensory pores of lower jaw (numerals correspond to 1st—5th sensory pores).

M, WMEES, MREBGA TIEEI G, HEEEE 1-6 1R
B 7-R2BICHFROOEIRMD 1 T DOH 5.
T EERORF T (58 1-5 1) DfERICRAD Mo
e REWREIED 1D D, BROEIROBE S AHE
1£9%. £ EHEEDSREREZZEHE L TR TEIIC
T TR T 2 AR OO EIN 1 D 5. T5iE
2 8-10 WD FLE L FRORICIZIE X D B KEW
IREOBERA | fd> 5. I5EH 34 ZEDRIK &
PFRDOENCTIEIR & (FIE R UK E X OB 1
i 5. MIfEICIXREFLK DB DA E LB L
9%, TR/ —)IVREFETICBWTIE, HHEIC
ROFREIZ - R ROERICED D, ZOf
O TIF R THREGE RS (Fig 1B).

Sfm PREREE B RS S O7KE 85 m (Imamura
and Shinohara, 2003), [FIFEET 1 > X ErEIHOIKEGE
53-58 m (ARWHZY) BRUMHBRTERE/KE 8 m (1
H , 1997).

e ASCHIEAIX Imamura and Shinohara (2003)
RUET I ATV OBMEE &IFIE 3L T20,
HIEOMF M ERBHBRTHETOEVWIRE SN
7z (Table 1). E HICHIHBUC BN TIERNHE &
BEOVHABIRENED, A XA 3F Cocotropus
izuensis Imamura, Aizawa and Shinohara, 2010 D X 91
A OZE BN RKEWVEER (mamura et al.,

Fig. 3. Radiographs of Cocotropus keramaensis, A,
NSMT-P 130170, 28.7 mm SL; B, NSMT-P 61997
(holotype), 34.4 mm SL. Dotted line, boundary between
dorsal fin spines and soft rays. Black arrow-head, position
of 12th vertebra; white arrow head, last lateral line scale.

2010 TlZ 0-3 + 49=4-10) L BZDT, HfERs
WEMRBHESREEZDT, WITTOBEVEENE
FOFPICINE S SO & HW LTz

AFEEAEA D RE S NI GNE, RO
Hih 5 JLHHKT 40 km DU TH > 7z, [HHHK TIE
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. upper rakers

. lower rakers

=7

Fig. 4. SEM images of 1st gill arch and rakers (right
side) of Cocotropus keramaensis, NSMT-P 130170. A, gill
arch; B, gill rakers. Bar 0.5 mm.

INGRZOHFHEMC I OHER LY DI K54
RERENERENTVED, REZFTEL,
YAZF AVLEAHZOEONMRETNZ T I
MHTHTH 2. BB EOEATAEORED
SHEINTZDT, AFEMD A KA LRI
ERFRICO R EEHE LT3R EEZONS.
RV VEERICT R —)VTHRESN T
724 5= 4 a4 Cocotropus keramaensis 0D R Z A
TG BT - AR RED 5N Tz (Imamura
and Shinohara, 2003: 234-235, fig. 1). s XA &
AREHAEARZ L U TSR, 5 DOBERTRD K
SlxEOREEMA R WIZ I N Fig D @ g
SR DEERRTEIC D B K E Gkt (Kb omEE
a) ; T LHEENSEEGZHRHB LU TR ME X T
fid MGt (FEEb) ; BEBICHES A HEfLRD
B LBERL (REIEK o) § TS IERRSE AR D FE 1R A & (I
DHDIRE D &R ZJ VR (FEIEK d) 5 HFEERSETR
DOFLEHTER & FIFRORI DR & 1FIF[F UK E X OH
S (i ). oA ALERIIAZA IR
DOE ST 2L, RO S M Rl LDk
BEHE LW ¢ Cocotropus astakhovi Prokofiev, 2010 ;
Coccotropus dermacanthus (Bleeker, 1852) ; ¥ A X &

3 Cocotropus masudai Matsubara, 1943 ; Cocotropus
richeri Fricke, 2004 ; Cocotropus steinitzi Eschmeyer
and Dor, 1978 (Matsubara, 1943 ; Eschmeyer and Dor,
1978 ; Fricke, 2004 ; Imamura and Shinohara, 2008 ;
Prokofiev, 2010 ; Allen and Erdmann, 2012 ; Han et al.,
2016). XD 2 M T BB SREZREH U TR
TEWME CHiki T 2R EREND 5 T L DS ORI
77 38 U 7%\ & Cocotropus ekasae Prokofiev, 2010 ;
Cocotropus microps Johnson, 2004 (Johnson, 2004 ;
Prokofiev, 2010). 7z, XD 4 fIZEICHAEST S
WOz 25 kay bata
¥ Cocotropus larvatus Poss and Allen, 1987 ; & 7 &
¥ ¥ % 3 Cocotropus possi Imamura and Shinohara,
2008 ; Cocotropus roseus Day, 1875 ; Cocotropus
roseomaculatus Imamura and Shinohara, 2004 (Day,
1875 ; Poss and Allen, 1987 ; Imamura and Shinohara,
2004, 2008 ; /M% « AFF, 2018 5 Ray and Mohapatra,
2018). EHIC, A XA VI IERRSEH O T
ICH B REEpeas, ¥ LEEISHREGZREH
U CHR & & Tl g 2 W fusds K U R g
T 2B KOMEEMZE 729, MIRINIC
Cocotropus monacanthus Gilchrist, 1906 13 7 i€ fifi 5% -
SR RL R E IR OISR D RN E T o<
AL 5T E % (Smith, 1949, 1958 ; Poss,
1986 ; Imamura et al., 2010). %9 2 # D Cocotropus
altipinnis Waite, 1903 & Cocotropus echinatus (Cantor,
1849) (5l & 1 DAL AR AR G - L REH
MiEETN ATV, Rl Z20ORN5
T BE RSB O BB T EBIC R & TR R I & Mg 1 Ihs
MR ZFNEFN RN & TARE L Bx5 &l
T &% (Waite, 1903: fig. 2 on pl. 5 ; Cantor, 1849: pl. 8).
L7eh > T 5 DORIRRICEI S 2 R ARE DR 72
BIEMIPELE T 20N ZUYTHS LT N
— 7, ERRAEEIRFOBENREEN TV ESHEL
kg s, yoxAaLIEENITHRADNS
LT, v EYYyAaY (W), bav ba
FAav (Kt), C. dermacanthus (FE#GE) BX T C.
micropus (FGEL) DMHFEERITE 2T Wb o7t
(Allen and Erdmann, 2012 ; Poss and Allen, 1987 ;
Johnson, 2004 ; /M « AFT, 2018).
CNECTHARWNOMETNTNE Y AL A
aVJEARFERE L R U7/ R, AE (1997) A
FOHRENNHETH 2 L LIEHEREHEDOI AL
JPEO—f 1 (RE 8 cm) DEREGEITRDE
BEREEN—H L TS - S IERRSEBORTRIC K
FUVROED 155 ; T ESED SRS 2/
U CHRFEMIC D Tl d 2 a1 85
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CT images of skeleton of Cocotropus keramaensis, NSMT-P 130170. A, lateral view of head

and anterior body; B, frontal view of head; C, dorsolateral view of head and anterior body.

% 5 MfEICIEFLR DBE I EAE T B 5 TGRSR
D FEJEIL ER & R O B IR O BERCDY 116 &
% 5 T fERRSEER OO BL TS & UFR DI IE IR & 1%
EFICKE S OFREHN 1 D 5 5 AfFRFICIR
B> OEERT. TOBEMKZESICE
EMRKE VT &, BEEOITHEIITIT—ER TS
HEMETDOXFNNAHRETCH S & TH—HT
525, RETHS eHEmwm LIz, AEDNTD

YA RXETKATZC L EAKESmEVWS TN
FTORBED LT DRVIEANICIET 52 &
MARHIZE THI D THER T Nz,

JAZA AL ORI, FHEERLBD EAS
FFToDFHE 10D MU S (Imamura and Shinohara,
2003, 2004, 2008 ; Fricke, 2004). A FLEA 9 1
DA FHEAOBELLD 1ET, 5RO 4 XD
(Fhifi « 125, 2013), 77 I~ A2V ETDIRAER KT (Fig.
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A

B

Fig. 6. CT images of mandibular canal openings (a—e¢). A, Cocotropus keramaensis, NSMT-P 130170,
28.7 mm SL; B, Aploactis aspera, NSMT-P 2286, 65.6 mm SL; C, Erisphex pottii, NSMT-P 19158,
60.3 mm SL; Paraploactis kagoshimensis, NSMT-P 69988, 75.0 mm SL.

2). XAZFALRELUNDOARATLRHUIALHE SN
BIRBER HEE T B T8I A R A T Aploactis aspera
(Richardson, 1845), 777+ ¥ Erisphex pottii (Steindachner,
1896) B XU AT <A Y Paraploactis kagoshimensis
(Ishikawa, 1904) D 3 & 3 F 23T, 7oA aLDT
HEMOMEL® LU Z 08 E, mamura and
Shinohara (2003: figs. 3, 5) D “#i 1 FHEHE L™ 1Z b
B S 2 FEHO NHEMHIIEICDEN>TNST
EMALMNIE STz, Lizho T, TORREFUEE 2 T
PR fLEMHIN R EEDOE M LT (Fig 6). [FIERIC,
Imamura and Shinohara (2003: figs. 3, 5) MWKI/RT 5

2 MHREEALIEE 1 TR THS. e, 7o
F IR 2 FEEEALOBAICMA T, TORHE
LIS DM B A D FEERIIMAELL Thd L
WO R ONT. A4 O, 774 aEELT
ATTRATRICBOTEE 2 NHERHEREE 3-5
FACTEB K DIRDARNC > Tz 55 2 FHIRHEAL
MRS ZIRRER A RA TR OPTIIYAZ A0
Y@ N D — 5 D F& ® Prosoproctus pataecus Poss and
Eschmeyer, 1979 THI 5 41 T\ 7z (Poss and Eschmeyer,
1979: fig. 1 ; Imamura and Shinohara, 2003: fig. 5). 52
BN —DICHEA T 52 LD FHEERML
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WA T 5 &3 THORTCIRIMEIEETHD
(JF - 5h, KRET—R), IREEREELEZZD
MEZETHD. TOIREREDTMZiHNE L,
A RA TCRNORERE R ZHE T2 L THR)
LEZLND.

DHEHOEANRRINEZC LICK>ThE A
A T DRI TN AFED R E % XD K
HICEHT 5 | S X, 9-10 [Imamura and
Shinohara (2003) Tl 10 #k%& ; LUR[FEIRE] © g fE
SBIL T MBS 12-13 (13) BB M
2526 (26) ; 5 1 S ERE 34 +4-8=7-12 (4
+8=12) ; BifEZFEEE s A FHEREBIOE
W FE EBEERITIC L EO/NE WELEIRZGE N D
% THHOAMFICIE 4 HOFLFEIREEDH S 5 /£
HOH 2 FHERAIIEET S G511 THERE
fL) 5 MESSET G A AT D 5 FHEAL S S IE AR D
MEICET S ; BHE &5 3 i oMICE 4 KD
HHERMDTRIA T 2§ IIEHSIRATTIC K Z Vit
W1 b2 G E EEEHD SRS ZRRH
U CIRTEMC S Tl d 2 Bl 1 fd %
GHTD) 5 Mg DL K OB SN SIEST 2 (FTHD)
B EETL AR SR ARSI & IR O T K & R BEARLAY 1
&2 CGHED ;5 &R SRS & JHIFR D [
ICHR & R A XOBEA 1 [l 2 (Hikl) 5 AR
RS RAB DD o e a2 Rd G

WBIZEAR & 54 3¥ Cocotropus keramaensis
NSMT-P 61997, xR %A 7, 344 mm SL, PHHEIREE
RIHFER SN (25°59.5N, 127°13.6W), 7K 85
m, 1998 4F 5 H 28 H ; 7 A4 T Aploactis aspera :
NSMT-P 2286, 65.6 mm SL, 1431103 = i = I,
1964 4 ; 7 7 3 Y Erisphex pottii - NSMT-P 19158,
60.3 mm SL, ARG, REHAY] AT~
Y Paraploactis kagoshimensis © NSMT-P 69988, 75.0
mmSL, 77 YRVE, 19924 11 H 27 H.

| 3
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