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Abstract  The diet of the critically endangered Ryukyu-ayu Plecoglossus altivelis
ryukyuensis in the middle reaches of the Kawauchi, Sumiyo, and Yakugachi Rivers,
Amami-oshima Island, southern Japan was examined by gut content analysis and inferred
from stable isotope signatures. No clear differences in diet composition were apparent
among the rivers. Microalgae, such as diatoms and cyanobacteria, generally considered as
important food, were only rarely observed in gut contents, whereas detritus was almost
exclusively found. However, stable isotope signatures indicated that detritus was not
directly utilized as a nutritional source, indicating that food availability was an issue for P,
a. ryukyuensis.
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AVEDOmGICAIE L, HERICET 54

EHERKDODETHIBERE (BX*Z
709 km*) 113 %  DEAFER A DN ERL T
% (Kawai et al,, 2016). #FEKEOMINIFEREEA
IZ & DM 1A K, BRI ISIRIC K DA IR T
FICHBEEESNTWVWBY 27 F 277 2 Plecoglossus
altivelis ryukyuensis D *EE L T2 (K, 2016;
PKIED, 2019, Akamatsu et al,, 2020). U a2 Fa
U7 LEHADONKEFEEICB N TEELZY L
Plecoglossus altivelis altivelis £ 13 HI| D #ifi T H
(Nishida, 1988). HAENIC I % 7 DA
JeigED» 5 BAELILE T LAHiFH TH % DIkt
LT VauFawu7 A0 EERE
DHTHLHND. HEELEMBABICEERLT
W2, KIRRZR BRI SUEIC K 0 AR
FEUNIG D BEM T 9, B AEDMIAREEMIL L T

L % o 7z (Tachihara and Kawaguchi, 2003 ; /A K,
2016 ; AKIEA, 2019). RERFISO T LE AT
I KO KHGRE S 2 3 S JUNLIIED & D & Y10
XN, 100 HELNVTEENLZRE S 275k
D, VavFau7atLlTnfblizeEz6NT
W3 (K, 2016 ; AKIiZH, 2019).
JavFaw 773 sIicmflaEZz =175
A (5 - PUE, 2005, 2006 ; Aritomi et al,, 2017 ;
Murase et al., 2018), J[JI[~NW E#%, 7 L3 MEEMN
ZRl, M TEVEIG CHNEERZEETSC
EMHLENAY N Uik - BREZGERNIRLD
DHFERMSHLMIEN TV S (FRMIE D,
1989 ; Katano et al., 2000 ; Abe et al., 2007 ; Huang et
al, 2013 ; K%, 2014 ; K iZ A, 2015 ; Huang et
al., 2017). —J5, EEMICERT SRERDOT 1
Carvar) oxERMAEYE, hT NIV a
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Y T F AT I aAKOF TSV
F > TH % (Kawabata et al., 2002, 2006). #fiIK b
FHWE7 ABIcFEOBEITEZ1TV (Awata
et al,, 2012), AEMJIDJIED I FEEIRDE
B (BAH) HhAHAoNZEehD, UavFa
v 7 L E AR O 7 L ERE, RIS KWK
KikfFLEEBEZ R RT EEZONSE (AK,
2016 ; AKIE D, 2019). LAHL, VawFaw
7 ADORMEMBTIE T NE THET N TRV,
IRKEOWNEREBBEN DR, (5B
DEBENHIE SN TV R AMREENM RN TS
(PTERIE A, 2008, 2018). 7 LAk, YV awvdFa
U7 ATIEMNEBREEM YT 5 /dIc—EDEE
THAEMIED 2 & DMEANEET S (Awata et al.,
2012). Awataetal. (2012) &, 7 LICHERTY 2
TF a7 ATIEMED 2 & DEKD RIS MR
Tk, iz, NEOMEEBICHL TEFETE
fHZIT, IRVHIRD ZHEFF L TWVWA T & ZHS
ML, TNEMNEEHEOEEDRVELKED
WHAND#EILTH 5 & HEL L /2. Murase and
Tguchi (2019) &, #)I# LBOMEAED S B, —
EHDOMEADKIBEAN & B3 LTz JBIENH S &2
WS T LT AD H A OME T E oM &
DEASMIC LTz, REHODIZWRBSIITIZY) 2
VFa T ADOTERETH S (IEEENEE S
NTHL, XOHERKEOENTVSYUKEANEH
FROTEELIZTZD TR RO EHEL TN S.
TOXIIC, BEKEOWINCBI 25 HEHED
EREORETIE, VavFau T IOKEIRRE, K
E, TEHICHERE5ZTO5 A EEEDE.
BEKEOMINTY 2aUF 20 72%2R 2L T
WL 7eBIT, BIEPHEHREIC DWW TR ERd
5T EMREARRTHD. VayFaw7a0
BED BB AERMINE, BHEOEHBICHES
s, AFRN, AL, ETEESBOFENTEICHE S
FWID 4T, TNHED4WTEINET
AR, PEIIDMERINTWV S (AK, 2016). &
W7 Tid, chsFERERMIIDS B, &I,
R, RO HRE CHRSE LT BEARZ [ L,
HILENAY OSSR, Nz Wz k&K
UEROZERNALL S ZIT5 LT, 72k
DL ZE L TAFHEOBMEICOVWTHLNICT
52 tEHME L.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the study sites (shown as open
circles) in the Kawauchi, Sumiyo, and Yakugachi Rivers,
Amami-oshima Island, southern Japan.

2015 7H2H, 9H21H, 11 H16H 1, JII
W T 2016 46 H 23 HIiC, &)1 T 2016 46
H 24 HiC, SO HE THRMZ W TRE
U7z (Fig. 1). $£4E UTEARITREERIC 10% K
V=V VTEE L%, MRETHomicftl 7.
MR DRE R CEROLERMAL ("C, 3°N)
AW Bz, NNIITHRSE L z—EBOEAR
BWHELTHEBR-> . iz, "c L "NE
Wrd 27zdic, JNNNOREE T, VavFa
U7 ADTEIRH L EZ S NI EEEE &)
JEDEDRMEDINA X T ¢ )V EIKER RO R
(T T8, hUT I8, A7av) ZREL,
BHRFELTCEB RS . NAA T 2 )V L= ERE
TEHHMNT, BEXZ10ecmbHh 5 15ecm BEDOLHD
EXHEFAOQYT SV TTTH, ZRBKTH LUK
MHEZ—)LNw JICNE LTz, KERBROYH
W, JNEDHZERLEND ZEMEHOTREL
fe. 5B, ZOERNRLEAHICMHERT 29 > 7 )L
BT, OIS % £ T 20 ETHERFE L.
HIELEABMORERT MRAETY a2 vFavu7
I DOFEHE{AE (standard length: SL, 0.1 mm DF5E)
ZEtl Uiz, 20, WLE ZBMEE T Ts L
fHZEE L. 8°C L "N DM L
BHEARDHLE NAY 2 e F TR LizkC
A, 10% RV 2 TREE LT EARDIHEILE NS
MeDETEWVEASNEN - T27280, HILEWN
WY DOBENITIZIHBHAEAR & 10% KV~ >~ TH
EUTREAR DM 572 Uz,
ZEEAAZRNT, HEEISHBILIZ2TO
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FHOKREZRIE L, W &I KOS E 73R
(%V) EHBIHE (%F) ZHEME UKL HOKE
OREE, FATEMEE FT 1 mm O THR - HH
Peff EDRIRA T A RIS X (IR 7 T30k
2=tk KB ZMHHALTIro 7z, %V & %F OF
HGERLLTOEY TH 5.

%V =Y (H3MEAEDEHDEKIE/ & 5 EiADH
DREDOEED /22 Bk 7z BR 7z 28K E <100
%F = (R fHZ 8 LT8R E /225 (@K%
B 7z 25D x100
RERUVERODRERMELESH 5°C & §°N
D) 2 TF 20T AOFHN, N4+ T+«
WL, HEETHALNTZT MY XA (Fig. 2), /K
ERBOMHR (hravE, AU SHE, heT
) EEHH L. ST 0V, BB ¢

Fig. 2. Detritus from the gut of Plecoglossus altivelis
ryukyuensis. Scale bar 1 mm.

WE—ICXORDIEIKDZRE L. Th5DY
Y TIVIE 60°C T 24 BREMWZIE S ¥ 72%%, 7ok
WLEAZ/—)V2:1 (vv) DRGHKTHiIEZ
TV, AX /=) crzuaR)VLzERELREE,
BRI EoNMAE Uiz, Th SOk
&, & & A A7 Ak B & 7 BT & Thermo Fisher
Scientific {184 DELTA V] Zfdif L T §°C & §"N
ZHRIE LTz,

& R

JIEA I (80.2 -130.0 mm SL, n = 11), 1% H JII
(50.8-137.3 mm SL, n = 30), & B5JIl (57.9 -100.2
mm SL, n=7) O 3FJIITEEN48 Ik ZEHREL,
FEHINTREL 2T 0 14 (1373 mm SL)
Z R < B EF 47 80k Z2 LB N AW O BE SR AT
WM U7z, (ERITCTERE S NTARARDHILEN
BYNCAMTRERENDNASNIE NS 2120,
R LOTRTZIT> 2.

JUPJH, AERI, &0 3 W)IT, Jaw
F a7 AOWELENBYICKREZENZALN
o le. WIENOWIITE, EFICHVWEIST
TRV ZZANHBEIL Tz (Tablel ; Fig. 2). i
AEEO HBUEE X 2 TOM)IITEL, JIINIT
BedHELTWED > e, (EEEOP TR
EHOMBHAEMRE L, ROTTLHDITMNT
BB BHEEREENALNED, HEAEIIHEELT
Wi o fo. PEEEER, BROEETRED S0

Table 1.  Percentage volume (%V) and percentage frequency of occurrence (%F) of food items in the diet of Plecoglossus

altivelis ryukyuensis

Kawauchi River Sumiyo River Yakugachi River

Food items %V %F %V %F %V %F
Epilithic algae

Filamentous cyanobacteria - - <0.01 6.90 - -

Filamentous green algae - - 8.53 44.80 0.29 57.10
Insects

Ephemeropteran nymphs 0.06 9.10 - - 0.21 14.30

Plecopteran nymphs - - 0.76 3.40 - -

Trichopteran larvae - - 0.14 3.40 11.11 28.60

Other aquatic insects - - 0.05 3.40 - -

Unidentified - - 2.9 3.40 - -
Detritus 99.94 100 87.63 93.10 88.39 100
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Fig. 3. Mean isotopic signatures of carbon (5" C + SD) and
nitrogen (3" N = SD) of Plecoglossus altivelis ryukyuensis
and their main prey in Kawauchi River. Numbers in brackets
indicate samples analyzed. Bi Biofilm, De detritus in the gut
of P. a. ryukyuensis, Ep ephemeropteran nymph, Pa
Plecoglossus altivelis ryukyuensis, Pl plecopteran nymph, Tr
trichopteran larvae.

Bl AN JIINIIOMEENSEATa Y
FOWHN, [EH)IOAENSIE e FHE AR
T OGN, BN OMEISIE N ET S
e AT a Uy HOMENZERZNHBEL Tz,
JMANDY 29 F 2w 7L (n=7), N4 T~«
WL (n=4), AravBEHOHNH n=3), hI7
FJHOWYH (n=3), FETFTHOYHR (n=13),
HILEANDOT U Z ZIREEY (h=5) D" C
NMUNEZZNZEFNT oy kL (Fig 3). §8°C
NUNIE/INA A T 4 )V L (3°C: -24.6 £ 0.36,
§"N:2.6+£0.15) LiHEENDOT FU 2 A ("C:
249+ 098, 8°N: 2.6 £ 0.21) & DO TIEF IHEMLL
LicfiZz/RL T\, —J, KERHDOY HD
SUC IR TAREL B> THD, "N WA
FOuvETRGKL, AU ISHEENETIHET
LT (A7 8a w8 8%C: 250 £0.77,
SUN: 1.60 £0.17 5 1T 7 T HA 1 8°C: -19.4 + 2.49,
SN:2.7+063; M E T T 8°C: 224 +0.32,
S"N:3.08 +040). Va2 UF oy T IDOHNHME
DIC KU NI, NAFT 1)V L, KERR
O, HEENDT N X2 ZADWT U EEXRT
LEWMERR LTV (8°C: -15.6 £2.55, 8°N: 5.2
+0.41).

z g

FINAEFRHOY L3NEOH, A, SBEFICH
HIAEEETERBELTEY, BMtEoEEIZEA
EELRVWTENHLENTVS GRiAIEH, 1989 ;
Katano et al., 2000 ; Abe et al. 2007 ; F5F, 2014 ; Fr5F
EA, 2015). HHOTHEIZEERD, BEkED
MEBEEIZY 2T F 207 2OMERNNS <
LI UMHBE LAz, WIIOJEDRE, 4O,
AREORMITIEINAA T 0 VLD FEEL, A
F 7 4V LE SR, BEUANOERY (7
URZARNT TV T7E), BIROMEY (LhT%)
KX ENTWS ()] - =5, 2009). 45E),
TEEMNEIHIXI T TRV, NA4 T 2 VL
EUEWMESE T TEHER LA, MERHEZIEILA
EEENTELT, VavFau7 10ME
S5ZHBELET M) ZANKEB D HD TV,
iz, NAFTT VL EHEENDT FY ZAD
§"C KU 8"N MEFFREDMZ /R LTV T &,
HEDHBEMZEEEDEDTH ST & EZHL
TV, REEEIVIZOBEREOW T
HEBRBOEELNHIREINTE L (BRI D,
2008, 2018), NAF T 4 IV LICEEN DN 5
HOBGEEIHD THEVES, VavFauT)
AT EOEEFAZEETE TV EVNEE
AbNTz, TaAFEE, VavFa 7 ATENE
EHREMET 572 OBMMIED ZE Dtk &
T2l WMAKRDFEET %S (Awata et al.,, 2012). 5[],
Vawd a7 IOEARIZEMEIC K O RE LT,
PAEMADNEIR D Z2 & Dfkh, #RD Z 8727k
WEAEDHIRIT % C EIEARATHETH > 72hy, #U
T EEEOHBEIEMEh Tl e b, Ja
X a7 LR ZE DT ENTETV A1
KRTEABMNEREBEZ RO LTHHTE
TWIRWVAEEEARB E Nz,

INAZ T 4 )V L OMEARHER IS ERER DB
Y g o E IR CHRER KRB ZHS TS (O
FK, 2007). ZEERBIARH O > 7L & L TR
THRELENAT T 4 IVLOKEB D ZT D) ZA
MEd Tz &, IHEEND SIEFICEHOEIS
TT MY ZANHBH LTV e b, HIERE
EEZLGET M) RZAMN) avFa o7 LicE>
THERREFER L UTHHI N TV 2 ATREEA S
SmENnk., —HT, ThIVRZXZEFEAKRELT
R E NBFIRDINA AT ¢ VLR CHEEENT
AoNfzeF AL, VavFau7 I0BA
DClE, KELELEZMEZRLTWVE. §°C
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EONWBRBEREN D ENBZ LIS, "N
3% 5 4%0, 8°C B 0% 5 1.5%IAF SN B T
EMHIENTWVWS (FZIRED, 2013). SEES
N T R M O ZE R D LGE AN L D 2 Hr s SR,
FTHRYRZIMNY 2aF 2072 > TRERE
LTFNEEFSGLTWVWEREWT EZRLTWVS.

INAF T 4 VLD I CIE, & EHEDEE K
EHEEN LRI 2 Em< A0, MK 2E8Y
DN T TL LTI % (Finlay, 2004). AR
KB LA CHBRHICALE 9 2 518 O 1O i
THEINENAA T 4 IV LD ClEBLZ -10
M5 -20 & (Chang et al., 2012), AR5 THIE S
NIZNAF T 4 )V LD 3CIT HEAR T & W E % R
LTWiz, TOCDEWIX, N4 T 1V L
ICEENDEEHDONA T ADE N KL
726 DEDOME LNy, VA, VavFa
U7 AE8C DmWAT S T ERRER L
LTHIHLTWSD, EKEOWMINONAFT 1
IWLICEENB M EEHOBIFRIZ DR, &
WHZIICDE LIERY), Mok OB
DEMBEICEZDROTILT R ZZABNEDT
W) ELTONRAAT 0 )V LD §°C IZ R
ERL, FERWNICY 2 9F a7\ 1 4T ¢
WLDCICiFRERBEBEVRALNIZONE L
nzu.

TAEL) aUF a7 AT, JIEDON&EEME
FIIEWSEEATEIE L BT, W R 5 EEDK
ERBHZFFBREUTHAELRD, /KiizE)EE -
THETFREREZFBLEZELD T 278 ALNS
(Katano et al., 2000 ; Awata et al. 2012 ; Fri#, 2014).
WD C DX S AfrEnd, fEEEICK - T
ENZTHIVF =D TN TREVRICASNSETT
FEeEZLNTVS. ZE, HEERNDSRERHE
WMHIRL, A7 S09HREY 2 UF20 720D
fIAID 8°C IEFFICEWEZ /R L TW T &b b,
NEEEOEFEEMENEEREDOWITIE, %
#BRELUT, MFLTEZRREDE FEBMIC
—ERRERAE L TV ATREME D E O,

TIRDINA F T 4 IV LICEEN B S EEOB
HFEEPEZFELLIDEL, XA T 4 IV LOKEHBD =
HEHETFTRUERA%EY aUF a7 LI RERFEL
LTEEAERHATE T RVWEEZLONSC L
M5, VavFaw 7l >THIROEERE
D)1 D BHERE I U8 Tl 7 W ATREM: 72 i < IR
LTWa. BITgic ik, 7ictkXTY a2y
F a7 A TREHED % EDMEEDEEGHEN T
&, iz, EON S EEZ GHETEEL, A

WHEE D ZHERFL TV A T AR TN TV S
(Awataetal., 2012). VawFau7ATHLNS
T O Lie—dOITEg, & EHEOAE DR
EREDWHNANDHESZDONE LRy, £k,
Murase and Iguchi (2019) &, &%B5/II CTHREL 2
TN E%DEERD S B, —ERDEARDRIKEAN
EELIZBEND S L%, RIBINITHREL
BEADHADWMETEIMICKOHSMNC LT,
Slal, BN TOM)ITRE L @KkD
HILENAY ORATRE R S, W18 EZ O
MUK CTHE L2135 2 L IETEEh -
fo. ULTeMoT, —EOMEk THEREE Nz UK
ANDEGEE L, F B O [a]E 7K IS K AR
TN e THIEFRIINAEEEEZBNS.
—77, W) OHEIRNIFE TR EWIdIT, K
BANCHHZROTRELFERTHZDONE LN
AN AN

FTERIE AN (2018) (&, NAWEHOETMRER
FUC K OHIREN TV AT, (st
DEMEEE NP RN, Rt RENT
EPALMT L. SEORAEZ, VavFay
7 ADEREDERE 2 3O R CHAE L
eh, X0 LR TEMEREDHERENZ ],
IR X VWEGETH S LAV, iz,
HRHOBIFERICIIFHIMT, £H/KkF LS
WER LKA ENS LTINS,
S1%, PHEKEZ WO LR E TIAY, Va
T3 a2 7 O AT I 2 #E 5 U C RO
HZiTH> T LIcKD, BESHREICOWTXD
PN PR 20BN D B.
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