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Additional Records of Boreal Species of Fishes in the
Southern Piscifaunal Area of Japan, with Special
Reference to the Emergences of the Sablefish
and Greenland Halibut in Sagami Bay
during the First Half of 1966*

Tokiharu ABE

Repeated experimental deep-water line fishing in Sagami Bay in the first half
of 1966** and frequent visits to several fishing villages on the coasts of Suruga
Bay and Sagami Bay since 1964 have resulted in the procurement and find of the
following boreal fishes: Anoplopoma fimbria (PALLAS), Pleurogrammus azonus JORDAN
& METz and Reinhardiius hippoglossoides (WALBAUM). The first-named species is
recorded here for the first time in the southern piscifaunal area of Japanf. The
-occurence of the second-named species in Suruga Bay is an interesting addition to the
knowledge of the fauna of this bay. Three specimens of the last-named species
caught in the first half of 1966 in Sagami Bay remind the writer of the coldwater year
of 1963. The present writer expresses here his sincere thanks to the crew of the
“ Sakafuji-maru” of Odawara City for their tireless cooperation, and Mr. Kiichi MORI,
Director, and Mr. Kei-ichi ONIsHI of the It6 Branch, Shizuoka Prefectural Fisheries
Experiment Station, Itd City, for their kindness and generosity in permitting the
writer to report upon a specimen of the Greenland halibut and another fine specimen
of Pleurogrammus azonus caught in Sagami Bay in 1966 and 1963, respectively. Ac-
knowledgement is made here of the partial financial support of this study through a
grant from the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science as part of the Japan-
U.S. Cooperative Science Program.

Anoplopoma fimbria (PALLAS) of the family
Anoplopomidae or Anoplopomatidae

English name : sablefish; black cod; coalfish

Japanese name: gin-dara; namiara

* Contribution B. No. B 461 from the Tokai Regional Fisheries Research Laboratory.

** A coldwater mass seems to have persisted near some of the islands lying south of
Sagami Bay and in the south-western part of this bay during the first half of 1966, and in
the northernmost part of the southern piscifaunal area of Japan along the Pacific coasts.

T Defined by Dr. Shigeho Tanaka in 1931.
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Study material.—1 specimen (Cat. No. Abe ’66-382); mature female measuring
700 mm. in total length, caught by deep-water long line on May 6, 1966, at a depth
of about 650 m., about 1.5 miles SSE of Hatsushima Island off Atami. In all 6
individuals of this species were caught along with squaloid sharks and 45kg. of
Sebastodes spp. from the same fishing ground (after the crew of the ““ Sakafuji-
maru ”).

I specimen (Cat. No. ABE ’'66-1434); mature male measuring 710 mm. in total
length, caught by deep-water long line on June 22, 1966, at a depth of about 650 m.,
about 6 or 7 miles off Atami (north of Hatsushima). Only this specimen and speci-
mens of Sebastodes matsubarai (HILGENDORF) were caught there.

Notes on the specimens.—In both specimens D,. XIX, D,.17; A.17. In the latter
specimen P.16 (left) & 17 (right); V.I5 (left & right); gill-rakers on the first arch
i+541416 (left) & ii+5+16 (right); branchiostegals 6 (left & right). In the former
specimen gill-rakers on the first arch i+5+1+415 (right); number of pyloric caeca
6 (all fairly long); many nematodes of the genus Anisakis* were seen on the outside
of the stomach.

Pleurogrammus azonus JORDAN & METZ of the family Hexagrammidae
English name: close ally of atkafish

Japanese name: hokke

Study material.—1 specimen measuring ca. 330 mm. was seen at Shishihama,
Numazu City, on December 17, 1964. It was caught by trawl in Suruga Bay on that
day. Not preserved.

1 specimen measuring ca. 400 mm. in total length ; taken by trap net off Kawana,
Ité City, in March or April, 1963.

Reinhardtius hippoglossoides (WALBAUM) of the family Pleuronectidae

English name: Greenland halibut
Japanese name: Karasu-garei; ezo-karasu-garei

Study material.—1 specimen (Cat. No. ABE '66-1431), measuring 450 mm. in total
length, caught by deep-water long line on May 11, 1966, at a depth of 760 m., 2 or
3 miles east of Iwa (near Manazuru).

1 specimen (Cat. No. ABE ’66-1433), measuring 480 mm. in total length, caught
by deep-water long line on June 19, 1966, at a depth of 760 m., about 2 miles south
of Oiso (near Enoshima).

1 specimen preserved at Ito Branch, Shizuoka Prefectural Fisheries Experiment
Station; caught by trap net off Futo, Itd City, in June, 1966. It measures 630 mm. in

* Identified by Dr. Ryo KAMEGAYA.
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total length.

Notes on the specimens.—The counts given below are arranged in the order of
the specimens listed above. The counts of the third specimen have been taken by
Mr. K. OnisaL D.103, 92 (there is a gap in one place), 97; A. 75, 71, 71; P.13 (on
both sides), 14 (on both sides), 13 (on one side); gill-rakers 4413 (left) & 3411
(right), 3+12 (left) & i+3+12 (right), not counted.

In view of the remarkable variability in the meristic characters in the members
of the genus Reinhardtius (cf. HuBBS & WILIMOWSKY, 1964), the present writer re-
gards now the Japanese form as conspecific with the Atlantic one.
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