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Résumeé

The present paper deals with the horse mackerel, Trachurus japonicus, in the vicinity
of Hiwasa, which is located at the Pacific coast of Tokushima Prefecture, and both the
seasonal change of catch and size composition of the fish in the several gears are consid-
ered,

The monthly change of the catch has indicated the existence of two considerably high
peaks, viz. the peak in spring (April to June) and that of autumn (September to Novem-
ber). The catch of the former was more abundant than that of the latter and the catch in
both seasons was occupied by the larger fish (over 20cm in body length). The smaller
fish (10cm to 15cm in body length) appeared in summer (July and August) and the very
small fish (under 5cm in body length) in both April and October. Therefore, the numder
of spawning seasons was estimated as twice in a year. But the size-composition has indicated
a considerable variation by fish-shool and with time of catch.

Judging from the monthly length-composition mentioned above, it is presumed that the

spawning grounds were wide-spread and the spawning season extended over a long period.



