TR AR RO

v F T % 0 EWE &Y

B B 1
CILINAZE R I K SRR SR IR )

Breeding habits of the fresh-water sucker, Abbottina rivularis (BASILEWSKY).
Hiroshi TSUKAHARA
(Amakusa Mar. Biol. Lab., Fac. Sci.,, Kyushu Univ.)
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10cm JHo/JB0HaTH 2 (Fig 1),

Fig. 1. v F7x. B (8 K)o Male of Abbottina rivularis (BasiLewsky). Natural size.
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Fig. 2. v ¥ 7 ¥ oI a R UEEISAT )T/ EENT) Habitat and spawning ground.
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Nest and guarding male parent fish.
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Fig. 5. BEDNRRAIDIN 4i#iEN). Eggs in the nest. x 34.
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Fig. 6. SEXRHEZ W20 QORFIILKD.
Eggs coated with jelly-like substance. x 20.
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Résumé

In this paper the writer deals with the breeding habits of the fresh-water suker,
Abbottina rivularis (BASILEWSKY), a small cyprinoid fish. The usual habitats of the
fish are the slow streams with muddy bottom. The spawning season lasts from
beginning of March to early May. In the breeding male numerous horny tubercles
appéar on the snout, anterior part of the cheek, pre-opercle region and on the outer
margin of peactoral fins. Dusky and yellow nuptial coloration also appears on the body.

The male fish prepairs a nest on the muddy bottom in the shape of a round, shallow
depression, 20~40 cm. in diameter and 3~5 cm. in depth. In this nest about 2,000~
4,000 eggs are deposited, over which the male parent fish eagerly keeps guard until
the hatched larvae attain the end of the post-larval stage, about 10mm. in total length.
Th= egg is spherical in shape and about 1.4mm. in diameter, with a jelly-like coating
of about 1mm, in thickness. The surface of the jelly coat is covered with mud.
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