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Mitsuhiro Sakashita, Hisashi Imamura* and Tetsuo Yoshino. 2003. Record of a
flathead, Rogadius tuberculatus (Teleostei: Platycephalidae), from Nakagusuku
Bay, Okinawa Island, southern Japan. Japan. J. Ichthyol., 50(1): 67-70.

A single specimen of Rogadius tuberculatus (Cuvier, 1829) (URM-P

15156, 64.8 mm SL) was collected from Nakagusuku Bay, Okinawa Island, south-
ern Japan in 1985. Characterized by many spines and tubercles on the dorsal sur-
face of the head. the suborbital ridge finely serrated, 2—4 preorbital spines, well-de-
veloped sensory tubes on the cheek region, no antrorse preopercular spines, 11
dorsal and anal fin soft rays, 52 lateral line scales with two exterior openings, the
anteriormost 21 lateral line scales with a spine and 1+7=8 gill rakers, the speci-
men represents the first record of the species from Japan and northernmost record
from the western Pacific.
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Platycephalus tuberculatus Cuvier in Cuvier and Va-
lenciennes, 1829: 258 (original description, type lo-
cality, Trincomalee, Sri Lanka).

Insidiator tuberculatus: McCulloch, 1914: 142.

Thysanophrys tuberculatus: Fowler and Bean, 1922:
65.

Sorsogona serrulata Herre, 1934: 67 (original descrip-
tion, type locality, Magallanes, Sorsogon Province,
Luzon Island, Philippines).

Suggrundus tuberculatus: Munro, 1955: 252.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of Rogadius tuberculatus, URM-P 15156, 64.8 mm SL, Nakagusuku Bay, Oki-

nawa Island, southern Japan.

Onigocia tuberculatus: Anonymous, 1962: 914,
Sorsogona tuberculata: Schultz, 1966: 49.
Wakiyus tuberculatus: Murty, 1975: 663.
Sorsogona sp.. AFriI7, 1982: 277.

Rogadius tuberculatus: Imamura 1996: 216.
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Table 1. Counts and proportional measurements
of Roguadius tuberculatus

URM-P 15156
(n=1)

Standard length (SL, mm) 64.8
Counts

Dorsal fin rays I, VIII, 11

Anal fin rays 11

Pectoral fin rays 19

Pelvic fin rays IS

Branched caudal fin rays 5 (upper)+5 (lower)

Gill rakers 1+7=8
Lateral line scales (with spines) 52 (21)
Proportions as % SL
Head length (HL) 36.6
Length of first dorsal fin base 22.2
Length of second dorsal fin base 28.2
Length of anal fin base 322
Length of first dorsal spine 6.0
Length of second dorsal spine 14.9
Length of first anal ray 8.9
Pectoral fin length 16.2
Pelvic fin length 27.2
Caudal fin length 23.4
Proportions as % HL
Snout length 29.8
Orbital diameter 28.2
Interorbital width 7.1
Upper jaw length 39.5
Lower jaw length 57.1
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