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Cuvier (1830) described Corvina senegalla from a
single specimen from the eastern Atlantic, off Sene-
gal. Although the species appeared to be very dis-
tinctive owing to its low dorsal soft ray count (22),
no additional specimens have been recorded subse-
quently. Examination of the holotype (Fig. 1) reveal-
ed, however, that the low count was the result of a
congenital abnormality and that the species was iden-
tical with Pseudotolithus (Pseudotolithus) brachygna-
thus Bleeker, 1863, distributed from Senegal to
Angola (Chao, 1981).

Trewavas (1962) pointed out the close similarity
between Corvina senegalla and Pseudotolithus (Pse-
udotolithus) brachygnathus, suggesting that the dif-
ference in dorsal soft ray count (22 vs. 25-27, respec-
tively) was due to an anomaly in the former. Despite
this, however, Trewavas considered the status of C.
senegalla as “species dubia,” because she verified
neither the anomaly, nor Cuvier’s (1830) statement
that the swimbladder was without appendages (the
holotype being completely eviscerated). Following
Trewavas, Bauchot and Desoutter (1987) treated
Corvina senegalla as *“? Pseudotolithus sp.”
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The swimbladder of the eastern Atlantic subfamily
Pseudotolithinae (sensu Sasaki, 1989) is characteris-
tic in having a pair of tube-like appendages, divided
into several tubules, arising at the anterior end of the
bladder. This conflicts with the original description
of Corvina senegalla. Although it is now not possible
to examine the swimbladder of the holotype, the
specimen has the haemal canal of the fourth centrum
covered by a rounded bony roof. This is diagnostic
for the tribe Pseudotolithini (Sasaki, 1989). Because
swimbladder appendages in the tribe closely adhere
to the bladder wall, they may well have been over-
looked by Cuvier. Thus Cuvier’s reference to a
simple swimbladder is considered to be erroneous.
Within the genera and subgenera of the Pseudotoli-
thini, the specimen clearly belongs to Pseudotolithus
(Pseudotolithus) owing to its combination of a slen-
der body, oblique mouth, less than 30 dorsal soft
rays, and 7 anal soft rays. In particular, it approach-
es P. (P.) brachygnathus in its low dorsal soft ray
count.

A radiograph revealed that the holotype has 24
vertebrae (11+13), rather than the 25 (11+14)
characteristic of Pseudotolithus (Pseudotolithus) bra-
chygnathus and most other sciaenids (10+15or 11+
14). Twenty four vertebrae are in fact highly excep-
tional for the family, being known only in two New
World species (Chao, 1978; pers. obs.). However, in
the holotype of C. senegalla, the 18th centrum bears
two neural spines and 22th centrum, two neural and
two haemal spines. This aberrant condition strongly
suggests that some kind of fusion or loss has occurr-
ed in the caudal vertebrae. Owing to the size and
shape of centra themselves being normal, it is not
possible to specify exactly where or how modification
has occurred. However, it is likely to have taken
place in the caudal peduncle, since its length (20.4%
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Fig. 1. Pseudotolithus (Pseudotolithus) senegallus (Cuvier), holotype, MNHN 7520, 284.9 mm SL.
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SL) is shorter for the subgenus. The low number of
dorsal soft rays may well be attributed to the reduc-
tion in vertebral number resulting in less space for
dorsal fin pterygiophore insertion. Because the inser-
tion of two or three pterygiophores between two
vertebrae in the caudal peduncle is the usual condi-
tion in the tribe, the (anomalous) holotype is consid-
ered to represent a species usually characterized by
24 or 25 dorsal soft rays. This puts the specimen
within the range (25-27) of Pseudotolithus (Pseudoto-
lithus) brachygnathus.

Corvina senegalla is accordingly considered to be a
senior synonym of Pseudotolithus (Pseudotolithus)
brachygnathus. Attention should be paid, however,
to avoid confusion of the name P. (P.) senegallus
with that of another valid species in the same subge-
nus, P. (P.) senegalensis (Valenciennes).

Material examined.  Pseudotolithus (Pseudotolithus)
senegallus: MNHN (Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle,
Paris) 7520, holotype, 284.9 mm SL, Senegal; RMNH (Rij-
ksmuseum van Natuurlijke Histoire, Leiden) 671, holotype
of P. (P.) brachygnathus, 171.5mm SL, Ghana, BMNH
(British Museum, Natural History, London) 1900.6.28.
275-279, 4 specimens, 154.3-225.8mm SL, Senegal;
BMNH 1902.4.14.3, 73.6 mm SL, Congo.

Pseudotolithus  (Pseudotolithus) senegalensis: MNHN
7512, holotype, 288.5mm SL, Senegal; BMNH 1980.8.1.
21-22, 2 specimens, 251.5-289.5mm SL, Congo; BMNH
1980.8.1.26, 159.9 mm SL, Sierra Leone.

Pseudotolithus  (Pseudotolithus) typus: BMNH 1937,
4.19.15, 217.4 mm SL, Nigeria; BMNH 1939.7.12.42, 202.0
mm SL, Ghana.
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