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£ Bi#(E » News and Comments

ISH Ichthylogy Department and Collection
Dissolved with End of 1992

Following our circular letter of early 1992, this is the
official notification thiat by decision of our Federal Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Forestry:

1) the ISH 1chthyology branch at the ZMH will be closed
down and remaining staff move back to ISH headquar-
ters;

2) the research field systematic ichthyology will not be
continued at ISH:

3) the ISH fish collection will be handed over to the ZMH

as future responsible holder valid from 31 December
1992 onward.

Please address your loan requests lor former ISH materi-
al from January 1993 onward exclusively to: Prof. Dr, H.
Wilkens, Kustos Ichthyologie, Zool, Museum Universitat,
Martin-Luther-King-Platz 3, D-2000 Hamburg 13.

As we have been unable to fimish the collection inventory
prior to the transfer date, please allow a couple of trans-
itional months before requesting again for loans of former
ISH holdings. Also, kindly be aware that even for a longer
period there may be problems in serving loan requests
promptly due to logistic difficulties and shortage of staff at
the ZMH ichthyology.

New (old) address of former ISH ichthyology staff valid
from January 1993 on: Institut fiir Seefischerei, Bundes{or-
schungsanstalt fiir Fischerei, Palmaille 9, D-2000 Hamburg
50.

Being forced to say good-bye Lo the international com-
munity of active marine ichthyologists, we would like to
thank all of you concerned for about 40 years of successful
and stimulating cooperation in our joint field of research.
We are also grateful 1o those of you, who greatly assisted us
by returning their loans promptly. May better times be
ahead!

(Matthias Stehmann and Alfred Post)

Symposium on Evelution, Systematics,
and Biology of Chondrichthyans

This symposium is to be held at the Fourth Indo-Pacific
Fish Conference 28 Nov. to 4 Dec. 1993 in Bangkok,
Thailand.

As distributed with the First Announcement of autumn
1991 and the First Circular of early 1992 for the 4th IPFC,
this subject will be one of eight major conference symposia
planned. Dr. Gruber and I have been invited by Prof,
Monkolprasit to organize the chondrichthyan symposium.
In agreement with her, the title was slightly modified in
replacing Behavior by Biology, and we propose the follow-
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ing subheadings to be emphasized during special sessions:

1) Deep-water chondrichthyans in Southeast Asian wa-
ters, around Australia and New Zealand.

2) Advances in the biology of deep-water chondrichth-
yans,

3) Exploitation of elasmobranchs in the northern Indian
Ocean, off Southeast Asia and North Australia, and
conservalion measures eventually required.

Oral contributions and posters on one or more of these
topics are invited, as well as on general subjects. To assist
us in organizing and coordinating our symposium, please
provide a copy of your abstract to Sonny Gruber and/or me
when submitting to Bangkok your official form of the 2nd
Circular, Please contact: Dr. Matthias Stehmann, Institut
fiir Seefischerei, BFA fur Fischerei, Palmaille 9, D-2000
Hamburg 50, Germany—and—Dr. Samuel H Gruber, Ros-
enstial School of Marine & Atmospheric Sciences, Division
of Marine Biology & Fisheries, 4600 Rickenbacker Cause-
way, Miami, FL 33149-1098, USA.

(Matthias Stehmann)
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