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Snyderina yamanokami Jordan et Starks, 1901
(Congiopodidae: Scorpaeniformes) has been
represented by only two specimens from
southern Japan, one from Kagoshima (Jordan
and Starks, 1901) and the other from Amami-
Oshima (Yamakawa, 1976). Recently,
obtained another two specimens collected
from the Pacific coast of middle Honshu,
Japan. One, 133.0 mm SL, SKSK 9772 (Suru-
gawan Suisan Seibutsu Kenkyukai), was
found stranded on Miho Beach (35°32'N,
130°32E), Suruga Bay, on June 1, 1977. The
other, 180.2 mm SL, MTUF 24057 (Museum,
Tokyo University of Fisheries), was caught
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Table 1. Proportional measurements and counts of Snyderina yamanokami.
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by a bottom gill-net at a depth of 90 m on
an artificial fish bank constructed in Sagami
Bay off Nagai (35°12'N, 139°35'E) on De-
cember 5, 1977. These two specimens re-
present the first record of this species from
Honshu, Japan, and extend the range of the
species northeastward to Sagami Bay.

Description

Proportional measurements and meristic
counts of the present two specimens are shown
in Table 1 together with those of the holotype
(SU 6433 (Stanford University), presently at
the California Academy of Sciences) given by
Jordan and Starks (1901) and KSH 15082
(Kochi Senior Hich School) given by Yama-
kawa (1976). Among these specimens there
are some variations in the number of dorsal
fin-rays, gill rakers and pores in the lateral
line. Proportional measurements and other
external features, such as the nature of spines
and ridges on the head region, cycloid scales,
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Holotype

MTUF 24057

Catalogue number (SU 6433) KSH 15082 SKSK 9772

Locality Kagoshima Amami-Oshima  Suruga Bay Sagami Bay

Standard length (mm) 163.0 130.0 133.0 180.2

In SL:
Head length 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.5
Body depth 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.4
Snout length 10.0 12.4 8.9 10.4
Upper jaw length 6.1 6.3 5.8 6.4
Pectoral length 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.7
Pelvic length 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.4
Orbit diameter 10.0 8.4 8.9 8.5
Interorbital width 16.1 16.3 16.2 17.3
Postorbital length of head 4.9 4.8 4.4 4.7
Predorsal length 5.4 4.9 5.0 4.7
Preanal length — — 1.4 1.4
Depth, caudal peduncle 12.5 12.6 11.6 12.1

Counts:
Dorsal rays XIII, 10 XIII, 11 XIII, 10 X1V, 9
Anal rays I, s I, 6 I, 6 I, 6
Pectoral rays (left, right) 13, 14 14, 14 14, 14 14, 14
Gill rakers (left, right) 14, 14 14, 14 15, 17 14, 14
Branchiostegal rays 7 7 7 7
Pores in lateral line (left, right) 24, 23 20, 21 24, 25 23, 25
Vertebrae 25 25
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Fig. 1. Snyderina yamanokami Jordan et Starks, 245.0 mm in total length (MTUF 24057),
collected from Sagami Bay, the Pacific coast of middle Honshu, Japan.

villiform teeth on the jaws and vomer, etc., of
the present two specimens are in almost com-
plete agreement with the descriptions by Jordan
and Starks (1901) and Yamakawa (1976).

In fresh-caught state, the ground color is
light brown, with small, irregular, orange
spots over the sides of the body. There are
two large, bluish black blotches on the side,
one above the opercle and the other imme-
diately behind the upper part of the gill
opening, and three light brownish blotches
along the lateral line and posterior to the
bluish blotches, the first below between the
I1th and 13th dorsal spines, the second below
soft dorsal rays, and the third on the caudal
peduncle. Pectoral and pelvic fins are bluish
black. All fins are provided with numerous
dark brownish, vermiculated stripes across
their rays with orange interspaces. There are
several small black spots on some of the spines
and soft rays of the dorsal fin. Four broad,
bluish brown bands radiate from the orbit.
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