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Skin-Flap on the Gill Cover of the
Flatfish Limanda yokohamae

Yozaburo Sato
(Received June 5, 1975)

The yellow or white skin-flap was observed on
the lower margin of the gill cover of Limanda
yokohamae. The flaps have various size and shape.
They are flattering in some and not so in others. Its
function is not obvious, but may serve to lure small
organisms near the mouth of the flounder. The
similar structure was also observed in some other
species of floundes.

(Shiroshita-kaigan, Hiji-machi, Hayami-gun, Oita-
ken, 879-15, Japan)
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Fig. 1. The skin-flap (arrow) of Limanda
yokohamae.
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Fig. 2. Four types of the skin-flap.
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Fig. 3. Relationship between the head length and
base of the skin-flap.
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