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The first record of Melanostomias
albibarba from Japan

Kiyoshi Maruyama and Kenji Ono

Fishes of the family Melanostomiatidae previ-
ously recorded from Japan include seven species
in five genera. In 1972, the junior author found
a specimen of Melanostomias albibarba Regan and
Trewavas in the northern Pacific (38°58.0’~39°
7.5 N, 142°12.8/~142°15.5 E). This specimen
here reported represents the first record of the
species from Japan. A new Japanese name
“Shirohige-hoshieso” is proposed.
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Melanstomias albibarba Regan and Trewavas.
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Fig. 1. Malanostomias albibarba Regen et Trewavas from off Ofunado, Iwate Prefecture, 187 mm
in standerd length. A: Head of the specimen showing teeth on the upper and lower
jaws, and the organs of the head. B: The barbel.
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HR). ki 24.0 (12.8), F&K 26.0 (13.9), HH&
20.0 (10.6), W& 5.0 (2.7), IR{E 3.5 (1.9), (B

£4.5(2.9), IREIMRELEER S.02.7), EHR 24.5
Ull,ﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁ(%5§a ) 5.02.7), ®ERTF
HE (4L E8HFA) 5.0 (2.7, KK 68.0
(36.3), JEEER 19.0(10.1), m@ﬁff% 9.0(4.8), R#

" 5.0(2.7), HHERTHE 156.0 (83.5), Efﬂ%ﬁmﬁlﬁ
161.0 (86.0), JEEERTHE 129.0 (69.0), MNafEaiHE
20.0(14.7), SEEKEE 17.5(9.4), BISKEER 21.5

(11.5), IEEEEER 3.0(1.6), MIfEREER 1.0(0.5).
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