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A note on the sea life of the young “Ayu”
(Plecoglossus altivelis)
By
Hideyuki HoTTA
(Tohokukaiku Suisan Kenkyujo, Shiogama)
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Fig. 1. Sketch chart showing Mikawa !Bay
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Table. 1 Remarks on collection in and outside Mikawa Bay

(1) AxaBaxE, at the pacific coast.

Body-length (cm) No. of Water

Date specimens
range aver examined temp. (C)
43 Nov. 14 1.7—1.9 1.78 137 (16.6)
Nov. 22 1.0—2.4 1.78 137 —
Dec. 21 1.9-3.7 2.85 125 (13.6)
44 Jan. | 2.6—4.7 3.62 101 (11.5)
Feb. | 2.5—6.0 4.25 104 (10.0)
'48 Feb. 4 2.5—5.4 3.95 177 —
44 Feb. 4.2—6.9 4.28 188 (10.0)
Feb. 11 6.0—7.9 7.00 66 —
48 Feb. 17 2.9—5.9 4.37 313 —
44 Feb. 20 4.3—6.9 5.37 100 - —
Mar. 3 3.5-8.2 5.64 150 (12.8)
Mar. 7 4.2—9.3 - 6.77 92 —
Apr. 17 4.4—6.6 5.60 9 (13.3)

(Water temp.) monthly average

(2) Konakavama, at the mouth of Mixawa Bay

Body-length (cm) No. of Water

Date specimens
range aver. examined temp. (C)
’38 Mar. 3 — 6.22 — —
Mar. 9 3.0—5.9 4.32 28 7.6
Mar. 11 — 4.30 28 7.2
Mar. 17 3.4—7.4 4.43 216 8.5
Mar. 18 3..—8.2 4.78 221 8.2
'42 Mar. 22 —_ 7.21 2000 13.0
'48 Mar. 22 4.4—7.9 5.59 37 9.2
Mar. 28 3.5—7.4 5.00 36 9.9
Apr. | 3.6—5.2 4.21 82 10.8
Apr. 2 5.9—7.2 6.41 16 11.5
'47 Apr. 10 — 6.40 50 12.6
'41 Apr. 20 — 8.20 — 14.7
'48 A_pr. 21 4.3—5.6 4.87 110 16.3
'35 Apr. 24 — 7.10 300 16.0
'40 Apr. 24 — 5.25 — —
'48 Apr. 29 4.3—5.5 5.08 52 14.6
'47 May 2 — 6.40 50 11.2
'40 May 3 — 7.00 2000 —
'48 May 6 4.7-6.7 5.13 92 —
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(3) Mouth of the river Tovo, and its vicinity

Body-length (cm) No. of Water
Date specimens
range aver. examined temp. (C)
'35 Feb. 14 — 3.50 40 4.7
Feb. 14 — 4.00 50 : 4.5
’33 Feb. 20 — 4.10 20 4.5
Feb. 27 — 4.00 130 4.6
’34 Mar. 22 — 6.54 50 —
’50 Mar. 29 ¥ 6.9—8.2 6.98 10 13.1
'35 Apr. 11 * — 5.12 500 -
'35 Apr. 18 — 6.50 1450 13.9
Apr. 24 — 5.50 150 —
’50 Apr. 24 * 6.9—9.5 8.19 10 16.9
’48 May. 6 * 6.3—9.5 7.05 10 18.9
'47 May. 14 * 5.9—7.2 6.25 15 20.5
’48 May. 25 4.8—7.0 5.78 10 20.5
Feseen mouth of the river Tovo; without mark :-«-«+ mouth of the river

Umepa and vicinity of Tahara Bay.

- (3’) Coast of the inner part of Mikawa Bay (excepting the mouth of a river)

Boby- length {cm) No. of Water

Date specimens
range aver. examined temp. (C)
’40 Feb. 28 — 5.50 300 13.0
Mar. 7 — 8.00 300 10.0
Mar. 13 — 5.40 1200 105
Mar. 19 — 6.10 300 10.5
Apr. 2 — 5.40 10 9.3
/35 Apr. 3 — 6.40 35 11.5
.0 Apr. 8 — 5.70 2250 14.0
’32 Apr. 8 — 4.55 150 6.0
'40 Apr. 12 — 6.50 3500 13.0
’41 May 1 — 11.80 — —

VACITLH To the west of Hoi-gun, Miyacho. (Hazu-gun, Nishiura and Higashihazu)
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Fig. 2. Water temp. at Axasana, Konagavama, and Tovorawa
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Fig. 3. Seasonal variation of body-length
Table 2 Remarks on collection at the river Naka. (Tokushima Pref.)
Body-length (cm) No. of Water-
Date specimens
range aver. examiued temp. (C)
%51, Mar. 29 7.1—8.8 7.68 20 —
Mar. 30 6.1—8.7 7.73 66 —
°50, Apr. 15 4.4—9.8 6.63 12 14.9
°51, Apr. 15 5.9—7.5 6.58 41 —
50, Apr. 18 5.8—8.8 6.95 41 15.0
Apr. 19 5.5—7.8 6.40 46 15.0
Apr. 20 5.6—9.2 6.40 42 14.5
Apr. 22 5.5—15.0 7.13 47 14.2
Apr. 23 5.3—9.0 6.20 43 15.0
°51, Apr. 23 4.9—7.8 5.97 47 —
°50, Apr. 27 5.2~7.4 6.52 35 16.0
Apr. 28 5.7—12.7 6.57 40 15.3
Apr. 29 5.1—6.9 6.08 43 15.5
Apr. 30 5.0—7.2 5.66 45 16.2
May, 2 5.1—6.6 5.75 50 16.5
°51, May, 4 5.4—8.6 6.42 32 -
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Résumé
The young of “Ayu” spend their lives in the sea, and then ascend streams. The author
studied the sea life of the “Ayu”’, found in and outside of Mikawa Bay on the Pacific

coast of central Japan, with special reference to their migration, growth, and entry
into rivers in the Bay.



